10 THE

FAGLE: WEDNESDAY, NOYEMBER 7, 1894,

AN OPERATOR'S MISTAKE.

The Dramatic Story of His Sudden
Departure.

It Recalls 8 Blg Wreek on the Erie Rall-
wity Which Ocourred Severnl Years
Ago -The Operntor Who Was
Responsihle Beeame
Crazed,

An interesting story has been handed
down by the train-runners of the Erie
rivilroad and will bear printing, as it has
not before appeared in a newspaper, It
relates to the big wreck some yeary ago
near St, Mary’s and the mysterions disap-
pearance of “Mike'" Brady, a big-hearted
fellow and one of the best train-runners
in the country,

On the night of the wreck Brady was
on duaty.  About 12 o'clock the oper-
ator at St Mary’s reported that Condue-
tor Hogan of extra No, 72, loaded with
fruit, west bound, wanted (o know if he
conld have 10 minutes on the time of
Now 8, the east-hound night express. to
make Jolico,  Brady cast his eyves down

. 1 . . |
upon his teiin sheet, which told him ata

glanee where every train out upon the
rowd was.  Then he looked at the elock.

Jelico was 17 miles from 81, Mary's, If,|

Lie did not allow Hogun to use 10 min-

utes of the express train's time the frnit’

train would surely be delayed for an
hour or more. Al the train-ritmners
sl orders from headguarters to give the

the pogition, was innocondition forduty
that night,

When he failed to raise the operator
at Warren he dropped his head and
stared at the train sheet on the desk be-
fore him. He was not asleep, hut there
was # temporary lapse in his mind,  The
express had passed Kane and the opera-
tor there had veported it.  Thig made it
abgolutely necessary (o get orders o
Warren before it ran by that station, ns
there was no other telegraply station be-
tween that point and Jelico, where the
freight was to meet it, open at night,
Suddenly the wire opened, and tick, tick
came the words:  ““No. 8 passed on time,
W't S“Wre' wik Warren's telegraph
call,

Bridy strpightened np in his chair,
his face wearing an expression startling
and wild,  He reached for the key of the
insgtrument and hiz fingers shook as he
asked the operator at Warren to repeat
the report,  There had been no mistake,
Brady jumped up from his char with a
wierd ery.  Up and down the oftice he
witlked, wringing his hands and sohbing :
SMy God! What have I done?  'What
have [ done?"

The other men in the office gathered
about Brady and one look at the train
sheet tolld them the whole gtory, Tt wos
perfectly plain that only a miracle could
prevent the heavy fruit train, running
on fast time, and the Hying night ex-
press from elashing together.  If the op-
eritor at St. Mary's  had  reported
Hogan's departing time correctly the

fruit trains a8 much show as possible, [ two trains wonld meet on the flats sever-

the rowds being bound by contract to| @ miles west of Jelico,

Wt the ehanees

got them through in a specificd time, So | were that Hogan had not palled ont of

Beady sent the otder asked for, which

Bt Mary's for five or ten minuter aftor

permitted the froit teain to ran to Jelieo | he was reported. That was o common

for the enst-bound express.  He made
the mistake of not sending an order Grst
to the express,

Conductor Hogan signed the order and
the operator at 8t Mary's repeated it
h-u-k,mmr-lilm to the enstom, DBrudy
SO, KL A minute or twolater the
operator at St, Mary's reported the frnit
train as arviving at 12: 10 and leaving at
12: 1. Brady jotted the time upon the
train sheet and began calling the opera-
tor at Warren, three scations from Jolico,
where the fruit train had orders to. ran,
He wanted to send o doplicate of the
oviler to the express tenin, =0 that it
would wait at Jelico for the freight, The
reparter at Warren did not answer ad
after o minnte or more of steady ealling
Brady stopped,  Teatseanner Donnelly,
who worked the second irick, wasill ani
his work had fallen on Brady and Wiers
the thied train-runner.  And then, to
make matters worse, Wries had been
taken suddenly il ¢arly in the forengon
wid Brady had been pulléd out of hed o
keep the rond from being elogged ip,
He hadd sat at the desk sinee oarly in the !
morning, aod, witl the terrible steain of
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thing when the operstor and trainmen
were on friendly terms. It is eallwd

stealing time'"  If Hogan had stolen

any time Brady knew that the two trains
wonld meet on the curve a few miles
west without a moment's warning.
Nothing could save them in such an
event.

Brady had really become deranged
and was talking to himself, but in tones
loud enough to be heard by everyone in
the room, “Look at No, 8 sailing
through Jerico.  Whe, she should stop!
But it won't matter, Everybody knows
enough to keep out of her way.” Then
the poor fellow subgided for 0 moment,
butin n minute was on his feet and
shouting:  ‘Look, look, hoys, There's
Hogan  flying  around  the  curve
just  beyond the  flat from  the
east amd No, 3 from the west.  Don't
you gee them? My God, don't yon see
them? They should have metav Jelico,"
A moment later he cried oub: *Did
yvou hear thut?  Did you see the five?

It was 12:50 o'elock. Brady was all in
a heap in his chair. His companions
were motionless,  None dared to inter-
rupt him for fear of violence. The soander
“ticked, ticked, but Brady paid no at-
tion until the day np‘mtur wb JJelico
called, Then Brady cune back to him-
self with a jerk and pulled the chair up
to the table and answered the call, The
operator at Jelico was exceedingly ner-
vous, it was easy fo tell by the way he
handled his ke w, The message he sent
was this:

Slxtra west-howd freight No. 72 eol-
lided with east-boun | express No. 3 on
the eurve just west of the l:lg tflats abont
1246, Both trwins in s diteh and on
"il‘l" At least o dozen killed outrigh!
and many badly injureid, Track com-
pletely hlocked, “Hoaxs.',

Brady took the message without a
break, He was as fiem a4 o rock, and
not & nerve in his body shivered, He
handed the message to one of his col-
lengies,  The wild look retiurned to his
{eyes,  He reached tor his hat on the of-

fice pegs, and with an nuenrthly laogli
| puaseil out of the ofive,  He was nev.r
seen again and not a word was ever
| heand of him.—Washington Sur
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Murphey's Passenger

Stage Leaves Silver City at 8
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,Express and Mail Line.

a.m. every Monday, Wednesday

and Friday for Mogollon and intermediate points.

All passengers and express must

go to Weils, Fargo & Co's, express

office from which place the stage starts.

W. M. Murphey.
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